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ployed, the loss of blood would have been useless in regard oi
the removal of the pleuritic fluid, seeing that more rapid re-
moval than that actually affected is not easily conceivable,
and scarcely ever observed. Persons may be found, perhaps;
to raise the objection, that on the forty-ninth day of the dis-
ease, friction-sound was still audible, a state of things which,
they might urge, would probably not have existed, had vene-
section (or at least fuller abstraction of blood by cupping) been
put in force. But the onus probandi would rest with the ob
jectors. I myself doubt greatly that any mode of treatment
can accomplish the total removal of plastic exudation from
the pleura; and if this be true, the question resolves itself into
this: is, or is not, protracted duration of friction-sound of
favourable signification ? I cannot pretend to supply a posi-
tive answer to this query; but I am disposed to believe that
such protraction is rather a favourable sign than otherwise.
At least, it is so in this point of view, that it shows greater
freedom of motion within the side, than when, all friction-
sound having.ceased, a more or less close and intimate agglu-
tination (instead of a connexion by more or less loose bands)
may be presumed to have been effected.
The patient was very easily brought under the influence of

mercury; half a grain of calomel given every fourth hour
for two days, produced obvious effects. On the next day, the
salt was omitted, and iodide of potassium was prescribed,
which, in turn, was exchanged for salines on the appearance
of the erysipelas. To what extent the mercurial action may
have favoured the absorption of the pleural fluid, it seems im-
possible to decide. The contents of the sac had distinctly
begun to diminish, before any constitutional effect of the
mineral (quickly though this was induced) had made its ap-
pearance.
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PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY.

GENTLEMEN,&mdash;In venturing to address you upon the occasion
of our meeting this day, I feel it not only a point of duty, but
an act of justice, to express my obligation to those gentlemen-
Messrs. Clifton, Kingdon, Jefferson and Beverley-for having
first established this anniversary, and having, by their con
stant and anxious attendance, as well as by frequently fulfil-
ling the duties of this chair, tended to perpetuate a day
sacred to the memory of one of the brightest ornaments oj
the medical profession.
The birthday of JOHN ABERNETHY must awaken in the

minds of all his admirers, but more especially his pupils, an
affectionate reverence for a man whose natural talents and
superior attainments tended, not only to imbue their minds
with a due sense of the important duties they had undertaken,
but instructed them in the principles of their art, and, like a
skilful pioneer, guided them into the vast field of physiolo-
gical and medical inquiry.

It is not my intention, even if it were in my power, to tres-
pass upon your time and patience with a long detail of the
merits of our illustrious and departed friend, because I feel,
in the first instance, that any observations of mine would fall
far short of those able addresses delivered by the distin-

guished gentlemen who have preceded me in this chair; and,
in the second, that the value and importance of those great
truths and scientific principles which the genius of Mr.
Abernethy first promulgated, are gradually dispelling the
dark clouds of ignorance, and constantly unveiling many of
the mysteries with which the practice of medicine and sur-
gery has been enveloped. " E tenebris tantis tam clarum
extollere lumen qui potuisti."
But although the path has been so ably trodden by my

predecessors, yet the day is auspicious, and I hope that it may
not be deemed too great a demand upon your kindness, should
I take a retrospective view (transient as it may appear) of
the various labours and intellectual exertions made by our
distinguished preceptor to increase the stores of knowledge,
and to remedy the many ills of suffering humanity.
Mr. Abernethy relates that he was the pupil of Sir W.

Blizard, who was also his earliest instructor in the sciences
of anatomy and surgery, and to whom he was greatly indebted
for much and valuable information. He used to dwell with

great pleasure-indeed, with enthusiasm-upon the excellent
’ advice which that distinguished surgeon gave him in the prose-
, cution of his studies: " Let your search after truth be eager and
, constant," he would say; " and let students have indelibly en
, graven upon their hearts the sentiment of the philanthropic
, Chremes, in Terence, as an admonition to humanity, drawn

from a reflection of their own wants-‘ Homo sum humani
nihil a me alienum puto.’ " "
Mr. Abernethy, after this, became the pupil of the immortal

. John Hunter, and readily imbibed those valuable doctrines
which animated him in his desire for physiological knowledge

! - to inquire into the great book of Nature-to reason on the
varied phenomena of animal and vegetable life-to contrast

the wild and visionary theories of ancient philosophers with
those principles which the genius of Hunter had brought into
practical demonstration-and to draw those conclusions, in his
own mind, which in future directed his energies, and formed
the basis of his brilliant and useful career. He used to re-
mark, that John Hunter was a thinking man; and no one
will deny that this term would apply, in a conspicuous degree,
to Mr. Abernethy himself; for the student-nay, even the
accomplished physician or surgeon - could not attend his
lectures but with deep interest; and when in the calm
moment of retirement, reflecting upon the valuable doctrines
to which they had listened, indeed his tongue may be said
to have discoursed "most eloquent music."
Our great preceptor, upon joining St. Bartholomew’s Hos-

pital, commenced his career as a lecturer, and contributed in
no slight degree to the renown which that school has acquired in
fostering and recently bearing so many eminent members of
the medical profession. As a lecturer, Mr. Abernethy may
be said to have stood unrivalled; his happy method of intro-
ducing anecdotes illustrative of his subjects were conceived
and adapted with the utmost advantage to his auditors, making

impressions upon their minds, which in after life proved of the
greatest practical benefit.
" Omni tnlit punctum qui miscuit utile et dulce." He used

to cheer his pupils in their pursuit of knowledge, by dwell-
ing upon the importance of anatomy. " Sine anatomia trunca.
et debilis esset medicina" was his favourite motto, at the same
time observing, that though the study of anatomy was difficult
and dry, yet its acquirement was amply compensated by the
physiological beauties it afterwards revealed.
Mr. Abernethy’s valuable course of physiological lectures,

delivered at the College of Surgeons, commenced with his
powerful address to students. He says, " I place before you
the most animating incentive I know of to labour truly to
acquire professional knowledge. You will thereby be enabled
to confer that which sick kings would fondly purchase with
their diadems-that which wealth cannot command, nor state
nor rank bestow. You will be able to alleviate or remove
disease, the most insupportable of human afflictions, and
thereby give health, the most invaluable of human blessings.
He then introduces John Hunter’s theory and opinions of

life, wherein he describes it as a substance, like that of the
brain, diffused all over the body, and entering into the com-
position of every part; it is something that prevents the
chemical decomposition to which dead animal and vegetable
matter is so prone-that it regulates the temperature of the
bodies, and is the cause of the actions we observe there."
Mr. Abernethy’s attention and all the energies of his great
mind were directed to explain these views. He says, 

" I be-
lieve that the phenomena of electricity and life correspond.
Electricity may be attached or inhere in a wire; it may be
suddenly dissipated, or have its power removed. So life in-
heres in vegetables and animals, and may sometimes be
abolished without any apparent change taking place in their
structure; and in either case putrefaction begins when life
terminates. The motions of electricity are characterized by
their celerity of force, so are the motions of irritability. If,
then, it be electricity that produces all the chemical changes
we constantly observe in surrounding inanimate objects, ana-
logy induces us to believe that it is electricity which also
performs all the chemical operations in living bodies."

Sir Humphry Davy’s experiments lead us to believe that it
is electricity extricated and accumulated in ways not clearly
understood, which causes those sudden and powerful pheno-
mena of inert matter which we witness with wonder and
dismay; that it is electricity which causes the whirlwind and
water-spout, and which,

‘-- with its sharp and sulphurous bolt,
Splits the unwedgable and gnarled oak,’

and destroys our most ’stable edifices; that it is electricity
which, by its consequences, makes the firm earth tremble, and
throws up subterraneous matter from volcanoes."
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Mr. Abernethy, although he pointed out the analogy be-
tween electricity and magnetism, yet he would not assert their
absolute identity, but only meant to prove that Mr. Hunter’s
theory was verifiable, by showing that a subtile substance, of
a quickly powerful nature, seems to pervade everything, and
appears to be the life of the world, and therefore thinks it
probable that a similar substance pervades organized bodies,
and produces similar effects upon them. At one period,
Mr. Abernethy’s labours as a lecturer were in danger of being
arrested. The public indignation became so greatly excited
against dissection, and the consequent despoilment of graves
and churchyards, that the government was compelled to assume
measures either to annihilate or control the practice alto-
gether ; upon which occasion Mr. Abernethy was applied to,
when he stated most emphatically’ Gentlemen, if the dead
are not mangled, the living must be!" Again&mdash;" Would you
consider it politic or just, that the gallant sailors and soldiers,
the defenders of our country, should be consigned to the care
of half-educated and inexperienced surgeons ?"
Of Mr. Abernethy’s writings, although known and appre-

ciated by you generally, it may not be uninteresting, on this
occasion, to allude to them.
His observations upon aneurism, and the hitherto deemed

impracticable operation of tying the external iliac artery, must
ever be regarded with profound interest, as also his classifica-
tion of tumours; and who can read his remarks upon lumbar
abscess without being convinced of their value and importance.
The accurate observations of Mr. Hunter upon the venereal
disease were admirable guides to Mr. Abernethy, in his
views and treatment of diseases having the appearance of
syphilis, and led him to distinguish the characteristics of the
venereal disease from that of those resembling it. Mr. Hunter
describes those kinds of infectious matter as morbid animal
poisons, in order to distinguish them from those poisons which
some animals are furnished with for purposes connected with
their economy. Mr. Hunter further showed, that the animal
matter of one person might induce disease in another, even
though the person from whom the matter was derived had no
disease, and illustrates this opinion with cases of diseases in-
duced by the transplantation of teeth and the sucking of chil-
dren. Upon this Mr. Abernethy remarks, that "infectious
matter may be the effect of disease in one person, and the cause
of it in another; and yet it would appear a solecism were we
to call the infectious matter itself diseased or morbid. Be-
sides, as some kinds of animal matter, which are not the pro-
ducts of disease, are nevertheless capable of exciting it, I
have called all kinds of infectious matter morbific animal
poison." These observations were illustrated by pointing out the
distinction of the true venereal disease, and those resembling
it, which he termed pseudo-syphilis. The practical inferences
Mr. Abernethy drew were these-that in the former the dis-
ease progressed in all its stages with regularity, and yielded to
the influence of mercury; while in the latter the symptoms
were irregular, and aggravated by the same means. He also
stated, that the mode of cure of these diseases served as a test
of their nature.
The treatises on Venesection, and Fistula in Perin&aelig;o, are

equally admirable and useful, while the work on Injuries of
the Head must ever be considered one of the most valuable of

his productions. It is scarcely necessary, here, to repeat the
improvements he adopted in this important branch of surgery,
and thereby rescued many lives from the mistaken views of
ancient surgeons.

Percival Pott, who was deservedly ranked as one of the
most distinguished surgeons of the last century, and whose
work on the Nature of Contusions and Wounds of the Head
was at that period the standard guide and authority, recom-
mended in cases of concussion, or as it was then termed, com-
motion of the brain, that phlebotomy and aperients should be
resorted to, and when sickness supervened, that a physician
should be called in. But no distinction was made; the reme-
dies were indiscriminately applied; and it was the practice,
that the patient, on the receipt of an injury of the head, and
becoming insensible, was generally bled immediately, without
permitting the system to recover the shock it had sustained.
The results were too often fatal; but it remained for the pene-
trating eye of Mr. Abernethy to define the various stages
arising from injuries of the head, and their consequent varied
treatment, thereby adding another laurel to the character of
English surgeons.
Although I have had much satisfaction in alluding to

the already mentioned works of our lamented friend, valuable
and important as they all are, yet the palm must be yielded
to his original observations on tlie Constitutional Treatment
and Origin of Local Diseases." In this great work, the genius

of Mr. Abernethy shone forth with all its peculiar splendour
of original thought, of deep reasoning, and of practical obser-
vation. The fons et origo of disease were made manifest.
The attention of the practitioner was directed in all its force
to the cause, and not the effect, of disease, " SublatA causa
tollitur effectus."
The reciprocal operations of constitutional and local diseases

upon the animal body were at that time but little appreciated,
or but imperfectly attended to, and it was sufficient that the
surgeon should have allotted to his care the treatment of a
local disease, without reference to the corresponding derange-
ment of the constitutional powers. Here was pointed out
the great evil arising from the division of the medical and
surgical departments, and although many practitioners may
select a peculiar path for their future career, yet as Mr. Aber-
nethy emphatically observed, " Medicine is one and indivi-
sible." It must be learned as a whole, for no part can be
understood if studied isolated from the rest.
The physician must understand surgery, and the surgeon

the medical treatment of disease; indeed, it is from the evi-
dence afforded by external diseases that we are enabled to
judge of the nature and progress of those that are internal,
- this appeared so clearly to Boerhaave, that although his ob-
ject was to teach his pupils the practice of medicine, he began
by teaching them surgery.

Fever from local injuries must experience the same treat-
ment as cases entirely originating from constitutional causes,
exhibiting that universal sympathy of the system described
by Hippocrates as &sum;u&micro;&pgr;&aacute;&thgr;&isin;la &pgr;a&ngr;Ta, and subsequently alluded
to by Mr. Hunter, in his great work; for no part of the body
can be very considerably disordered, without producing a cor-
responding derangement in other parts of the system. Had
our great preceptor survived a few years, he would have been
highly gratified with the results of Dr. Beaumont’s experiments
upon digestion,and his illustrations of the various morbid condi- 

’

tions of the stomach, and their potent influence over the whole
system. Rare opportunities of investigation were afforded to
Dr. Beaumont by the American Indian, Alexis St. Martin, in
consequence, as you are no doubt aware, of the extraordinary
valve or external opening of the stomach, by a portion of the
integument being accidentally shot away, and by a curious co-
incidence admitting ocular demonstration of the various stages
of digestion with the influence of the gastric juice on different
kinds of animal and vegetable food.

It is no mean praise to state that the well-known theories
of digestion, and the views entertained by Mr. Abernethy, of
the character and qualities of different kinds of animal and
vegetable food, were singularly corroborated, and their truth
practically demonstrated, by the indefatigable and praise-
worthy exertions of Dr. Beaumont. Indeed, I may also add,
that it was not only those opinions, but the various phases of
morbid derangement indicated by the appearance and condi-
tion of the tongue, as described by him, were fully verified in
all its complicated bearings.
Gentlemen, I must now apologize for having trespassed so

long upon your kindness and attention with my feeble tribute
of esteem and admiration of the talents and labours of Mr.

Abernethy ; but the honour I have had conferred upon me by
the election to this chair, combined with this memorable day,

presented a tempting opportunity of paying homage and
, respect at the shrine of a man to whose instructions I have
’ 

ever felt deeply indebted-a man whose fame will long sur-
vive the fleeting generations that may follow, and of whom it
may be truly said by the poet-

‘&deg;- Opus exegit quod nee Jovis ira, nee ignes,
Non poterit ferrum, nee edax abolere vetustas."

Hospital Reports.
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE INFIRMARY.

Reported by H. G. POTTER, ESQ, F.L.S., Surgeon to the Newcastle-
upon-Tyne Infirmary.

Excision of tlae Clavicle.
AGNES T--, aged forty-two, married, and the mother of

several children, became a patient of the Newcastle-upon-
Tyne Infirmary, Sept. 21st, 1848. She states that her health
was very good until about ten months ago,when she was much
debilitated by continued night-watching, in consequence of
illness in her family. She then felt, for the first time, rheu-
matic pains in the left arm, but did not notice any enlarge-
ment of clavicle until between three and four months after-
wards, when she perceived a small, firm swelling about the


